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Iranian women smashed on International Women´s Day

On the International Women´s Day Iranian police and security forces smashed 
and arrested several dozens of women. The Green-Left Party asks the Dutch 
government to get in action about this issue.

The women were gathering in the Daneshjoo Park in Tehran. Among them were some 
welknown writers and human rights activists. It was a silent and peaceful meeting, not a 
mass demonstration against the regime. There was no reason for the brute force of police 
and security services.

Green-Left is outraged that Iranian authorities states its ignorance about women´s rights 
that garish, just on the International Women´s Day.

Member of Parliament Farah Karimi calls for condemnation of this action by the Dutch 
government and the European Union. The arrested women must be released immediately. 

Questions of Karimi to the Minister of Foreign Affairs about the harassment and arrests of 
Iranian women during a gathering in Tehran on International Women's Day (March 8th 
2006):

1. Dou you know the BBC news release stating that on March 8th, Iranian women have 
been harassed and arrested during a gathering in Daneshjoo Park in Tehran to 
commemorate International Women's Day? (www.bbc.co.uk/persian)

2. Did you condemn this incident vis-a-vis the Iranian authorities and urged to release the 
arrested persons immediately? If not, are you going to do so?

3. Did the European Union condemn this incident and urge to release the arrested people? 
If not, are you willing to make an effort to come to a condemnation from the EU?

4. Which role do you see for the Human Rights Commission / UN Council in this context?

5. Are you willing to take the lead to come to a condemnating Resolution from the Human 
Rights Commission / Council?

6. Which other possibilities does the Netherlands government have to address the Iranian 
government? Are you willing to use them?

7. In which way do the Netherlands and/or the EU support Iranian women's and human 
rights organisations?

8. Could you please answer these questions before the General Consultation of March 
16th about the RAZEB agenda of March 20th and 21st 2006?
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